
 

 

 

Community Energy & EV Group 

General Meeting 

Present:   

Petula Edwards, Brian Edwards, Michael Block, Helen Edwards, Blake Edwards, Dennis Lambert 

 

Apologies  

John Forsyth 

 

Chairman’s welcome and acknowledgement of country: Taungurung people 

Minutes of previous meeting distributed and read:  

Corrections to minutes: Nil 

Motion:  That the previous minutes be a true and accurate record: 

Moved Seconded Carried 

 Actions 

Business arising from previous minutes: dealt with under agenda items  

Incoming Correspondence: 

 

 

Outgoing Correspondence: 

●​ 17/01/2024 Railway Museum Bright – Historical Society is going to  
                  The carriages with a plan roof 

 

 

Dennis 
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SUO had looked into the possibility of covering the carriages with solar PV panels 
making the canopy. Unfortunately, we have not seen any grants that would have 
enabled this. Neither has the Historical Society. 
Ebony Greaves indicated that there had been some new solar PV panelling that would 
be worth a look  

 
 

 
●​ Still to be actioned 

 
 

 

Dennis and 
Ebony to 

research this 

Correspondence:  

Moved - Seconded - Carried 

Treasurer’s Report:        We have requested the treasure has a CE&EV category in the accounts Actions 

SUO all Operational Account 
Opening balance 

$42,752.06 Opening Balance 

Low-income solar project 

$37,866.7  

Income $891.39 Income $600.00  

Expenditure $9,411.72 Expenditure $7,923.18 
 

 

SUO all operational Account 
Closing balance 

$34,231.73 Closing Balance $30,543.60  

Moved – 

Petula Edwards 

Seconded – 

Helenb meggs 

Carried 

 Actions 

Business arising from Treasurer’s Report:  

Project Goals and updates:  

1.​ ARENA – Community Battery Round 1 

a.​ Indigo Power submission – Alpine Shire potential sites 
Indigo Power EOI successful and progressing to full business case: Final financial decision late 2024 

https://indigopower.com.au/community-batteries-to-boost-energy-resilience-in-rural-communities/ 

Provisionally 
approved 

Subject to 
finance 
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https://arena.gov.au/news/arena-funds-national-community-battery-roll-out/  

 

 

2.​ Dr Helen Haines 
July 28th Saturday Age GoodWeekend  

TURN IT AROUND Changing the regional conversation on renewables- before it’s 
too late by James Button 

 

 

3.​ Solar PV and Heat pump hot water for low -income housing grant 
 

●​ Give a community circular fund grant – need to decide a suitable name 
 

●​ Early discussions with Kirsten Seeto Indigo Power Foundation (IPF) about possible 
administrative assistance and governance issues, auditing, etc 

 

 
First home has solar PV system installed. Electrical switch on hot water circuit has 
been still be installed. 
Second home 6.6kW has been installed. Electric switch to hot water is still to be 
installed. 
 
Third home should be completed before our meeting. 
Invoiced prior to the meeting  
 
Fourth home is awaiting Solar Vic paperwork-now approved. 
Roof repairs due to be completed August 26th, weather permitting and solar PV to 
be installed early September 
 
 

                                      Update on the receipting for each recipients’ repayments. This will go out for 
the first home shortly. 
                                       
 

 
  
What do we call the community grant?  
 
Blake Edwards side the AusNet Portal would be a very useful tool to not only 
monitor the success of the program but fore all households to see their last two 
years of electricity data. 
 
Ausnet Services Portal registration. 
It is free. You just need a copy of your electricity bill for your National Metering 
number and account number. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dennis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vince 

This will go out 
for the first 
home shortly. 
 

 

 

Share the 
Ausnet portal 

link and 
encourage all 
household to 
register and 
check their 
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https://customerausnetservices.b2clogin.com/customerausnetservices.onmicrosof
t.com/oauth2/v2.0/authorize?client_id=fd3a4607-cb67-4095-ac1d-67bdc1d1a6f6
&p=B2C_1_SIGNINV2&prompt=login&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fenergyconne
ct.ausnetservices.com.au%2FCustomerCommunity%2Fapex%2FRedirectOAuth&re
sponse_type=code&scope=openid&state=CAAAAZFjFoFDMDAwMDAwMDAwMDA
wMDAwAAAA-iHsoNudjX2NaoRfmgoj_HWpF4GJ5Us1DLA6XC-KPg2yUVm1DIYtjsNt
XZYIIHf-IfFxl0njU5zWqzKMZJVrUANksn-0Irak546LMZYFq5QHoqXISr9aY6N-JgCAXiX
FoG_ZZ2mWjWt1Anso17l8ICAdZCeDxqWdwKBD7K1rRuXOHQh_ef8PPcV20jG7BhE
zjRZhbGoZcV4OLJ400JiIqFFzlfFSRk1HatL41YsfU5Vt7Fb2CWEZgSdM_TvlfpPtB8GfDl
QmeojQ64OLyYp_RQTE_r2HmpUCgCylEzdfp4G0D2_0eprVtMTX7J3ptdmFXg%3D%
3D 

data. Feed back 
on its 

usefulness is 
requested 
please via 

info@sustainab
leupperovens.o

rg.au 

 
 

4.​ ARENA Regional Microgrid Project 
●​ Regional Australia Microgrid Pilot Project 

https://arena.gov.au/funding/regional-australia-microgrid-pilots-ramp/ 

 

Tiny Towns grant submitted 10th February 2024 
Grants application was unsuccessful.  

 
Schedule two community meetings one in Bright and in Harrietville. A 
key objective is to collect household energy data for future potential 
grant applications.  
Update attendees on: 

1.​ SUO’s achievements 
2.​ The issues confronting us 
3.​ Australian Energy Marketing Organization (AEMO) plan 

for rooftop solar PV, battery storage and being 
connected to a smart grid. Potential benefits of the 
National Consumer Energy Resource Roadmap. 

4.​ All electric home and the economic benefits 
5.​ Indigo Power vision and insights into what is possible 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dennis and 
Helen to look 
at venues in 
Bright and 

Harrietville in 
the last two 

weeks of 
October, 2024 

Dennis to 
discuss the 

involvement of 
potential RMIT 
Microgrid study 

Dennis to check 
if Mondo and 
Alpine Shire 
Council are 
keen to be 

present. 

 

5.​ Grants 

-​ Vic gov- Neighbourhood battery grants Round 3 opens August 
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https://arena.gov.au/funding/regional-australia-microgrid-pilots-ramp/


 

-​ $1-$750000 
https://www.vic.gov.au/neighbourhood-battery-initiative-round-3 

-​  

-​ FRRR $500-$20k 

-​ ARENA (RMP) $1M-$25M 
 

 

6.​ Alpine Shire Council 
 

SUO has put in two applications to the community grants: 
1.​ Complete website update- expect update early August 
2.​ Funding transition to Annual tax returns and being Audited 

Was unsuccessful. 
 
Brom Westbrook and Sarah Twyford Sustainability Officers at the 
Alpine Shire Council 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting 
August 13th 

Brian Edwards, 
Petula 
Edwards, Helen 
Meggs and 
Dennis 
Lambert to 
attend 

1.​ Press Events  
Alpine Radio 

 

 

Conferences and meetings                              
Monash University PHD student Rachel Walters interviews on community energy. 

Monday 29th and Tuesday 30th July 
  

Helen Meggs, 
Dennis 

Lambert Brian 
and Petula 
Edwards  

 

 

 

 

 

Other Projects Placeholder: 

●​ Bright Railway Museum solar PV over carriages 
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●​ Courthouse Theatre Car Park solar PV 
●​ Community Centre Car Park solar PV 

●​ Bright P12 Sport Stadium Solar and Battery Peter Nicholas Chairperson of P&C 

 

General Business arising from incoming correspondence:  NIL  

  

President’s Report: 

Indigo Power Foundations Kirstee Seeto is finishing up at the Indigo Power Foundation 
due to lack of funding. It is hope the Coalition for community energy (C4CE) will take on 
the roll of coordinating the Community Energy Network (CEN) meetings 

 

 

Next Meeting:  21st August, 2024 

 

Meeting Closed: 8.10pm 

 

                                

6 
 


	 

