
Sustainable Upper Ovens Minutes:  

Wednesday 5 September 2018 

Community Centre Boomerang Bag Space.  

6:30-8:30 

 

ATTENDEES 

Attendees Apologies 

Michelle Kent 

Emma O’Connor 

Dennis Lambert 

Chris Blazek 

Barb Scott 

John Gertsakis 

Janmaree Duguid 

Greg - Guest 

Sarah Nicholas 

John Downey 

Ann Wearne 

Jeanette McLaren 

Sandy Burke 

Scott Brandon 

 

 

1. Those present agreed that the purpose of the association is the following: 

Sustainable Upper Ovens is an organisation aimed at helping householders, small 
businesses and visitor service providers to adopt improved energy efficiency 
measures, switch to renewable energy and maximise opportunities to reduce, reuse 
and recycle our resources. 

 

2. Those present confirmed the name of the association to be Sustainable Upper Ovens. 

3. Those present confirmed the document prepared by Emma O’Connor for Sustainable 
Upper Ovens, with the purpose as defined in point one and based on the ‘model’ rules of 
association, be accepted as the rules for Sustainable Upper Ovens. 

4. Those present voted in an unanimous vote to incorporate Sustainable Upper Ovens. 

5. Those present agreed to authorise Michelle Kent to incorporate the association. 

ACTION: Michelle to lodge application on myCAV to incorporate the association. 

6. Discussion on roles and responsibilities within the organisation.  The following roles were 
agreed to be official roles for Sustainable Upper Ovens: 

a. President 

b. Vice-President 

c. Secretary  

d. Treasurer 

e. Boomerang Bag Representative. 

Other responsibilities and projects will be delegated as they are necessary. 

The following people were elected to the above roles: 



a. John Gertsakis – President.   

b. Dennis Lambert – Vice-President. 

c. Michelle Kent – Secretary 

d. Barb Scott – Treasurer 

e. Emma O’Connor – Boomerang Bag Representative  

 

7. Janmaree Duguid and Chris Blazek both opted to be Committee Members.  Decision 
made to invite those who originally indicated interest in the committee to affirm their 
position on the committee or opt instead to be a general member. 

ACTION: Michelle to send Minutes and email invite to the committee email list 
developed after the June forum. 

8. Those present agreed to include Boomerang Bags as a sub-group of Sustainable Upper 
Ovens, which will mean all Boomerang Bags members will become ordinary members of 
Sustainable Upper Ovens. 

ACTION: Emma to send email to Boomerang Bag members to inform them of their 
membership with SUO. 

ACTION: Emma to have a sign in sheet to have Boomerang Bag volunteer guests. 

9. Those present agreed to set a ‘pay what you can’ membership fee for all members.  This 
allows people to pay what they feel they can.  We need a membership fee to pay 
insurance and because members benefit from the protection insurance provides.  But we 
don’t want to exclude people who don’t have a lot of spare cash. 

ACTION: Secretary must keep a record of members with address, date of 
becoming a member, name, date ceasing of being a member.  

10. Those present agreed to go with LCIS insurance providers for three different insurance 
types: 

a. Public, or general, liability 

b. Volunteer Members Insurance 

c. Association Liability  

Some discussion was had around different types of insurance and around how to 
make sure the three quotes obtained represent best value.   

ACTION: Michelle to ask Landcare how much they are paying. 

ACTION: Emma to check with Gayle South re: insurance. 

ACTION: Michelle to progress insurance. 

11. Other business:  

a. ACTION: Chris to nominate SUO as a community group for community benefits at 
Richies.   

b. Sausage sizzles.  Woolies BBQ option a good opportunity.   

ACTION: Chris and Emma to follow up project sausage.  

c. Action Tracker 

ACTION: Michelle to set up google drive.   

d. Update on Boomerang Bags. 

i. Produced over a thousand bags!!   



ii. Patchwork bags. 

iii. Veggie bags. 

iv. Bread bags.  

v. Need more fabric.  Have canvassed Wang mill, op shop, Facebook.   

e. Update on decreasing environmental impacts of tourists 

i. Declare as a project.  

ii. Bins, information, boomerang bags can supply bags 

f. Collective update on solar Vic Gov media release.   

i. Agreed that best way forward is to sit tight and see if the Labour Govt is 
re-elected.  The immediate opportunity is limited and impacted by falling 
prices of Solar Certificates and the obvious fact that the Government was 
not ready to roll with the announcement.  

g. Update on the Junee Blower Tour de Upper Ovens 

i. Two half days at school 

ii. Three testings at Dumu.  

iii. Plus two other houses.   

iv. Great feedback. Report will be made for Dumu to send to their landlord.   

h. Update on logo, and let’s get going on website.  Ideas for way forward? 

i. Emma and John happy to assist in content. 

ii. Barb to ask someone if they want to help. 

iii. Dennis happy to support the funds to develop 

iv. Go out to broader community to see if someone wants 

v. ACTION: Barb initially to look into it and John/Emma to help. 

i. Logo development.  

i. ACTION: Michelle to put out there with newsletter and do a brief. 

1. Simple 

2. Suitable digital, printed 

3. Reflect upper ovens energy, water, waste etc.  

4. Community organisation.  

ii. ACTION: Janmaree to run a logo competition at school.  Submissions will 
go to a community vote. 

j. ACTION: Emma to make list of funding opportunities and to drive.   

k. Strategic Planning day scheduled for 14th October.   

12. Next meeting set for Wednesday 19th September, 6:30pm – 8:30.  Location the Boom 
Room, at the Community Centre in the basement, next to the U3A rooms. 

 

 


